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Throughout the years, I’ve listened to and read about entrepreneurs who’ve shared stories of taking 
simple ideas and turning them into strategies for starting their own businesses. Steve Jobs started Apple 
Computer in his parents’ garage after developing the idea of designing and building the best computers in 

the world. He followed that up with designing and building the best MP3 player in the world. Although it wasn’t 
always easy, his perseverance and determination led him to succeed. As a business owner, I enjoy learning from 
others who have persevered and become successful by remaining steadfast in the commitment to following 
their dreams. Even if you are not a business owner, the lessons that can be gleaned from these individuals’ 
journeys transcend business ownership. They remind us of ways we can make our lives better personally, or 
serve as coaches and mentors to help others in their quest for betterment.
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So with all that said, I’d like to introduce you 
to Michael Ryan, owner of Forerunner Signs & 
Graphics.

Q1:
When and why did you decide to start this 

business?

I started Forerunner Sign and Graphics a little over a 
year ago.  I decided to start my own business because 
I was tired of building businesses only to have them 
sold for others gain after putting everything I had 
into them.  I decided to start my own company to 
fulfill the dreams of my family, enable me to create a 
positive culture for others to work in and to give me an 
opportunity to give back to those less fortunate in the 
community.

Q2:
You are in a very competitive industry with 

companies on the internet, etc. what are your 

competitive advantages?

We are a hands on company.  We control the whole 
process from A to Z, excel in project management, 
conduct ethical business with a truly professional 
team, are extremely responsive and communicate 
well with our clients.   We also provide high quality 
customized works that make great impacts on our 
partners businesses.

Q3:
What is your business philosophy?

My business philosophy is “Old School”, which means 
that we are ethical, responsive, communicate and 
follow up well.  We look at ourselves as a partner with 
our customers.  

Q4:
What is your view on how the local economy 

is doing?

We work mainly with small and medium sized 
businesses, and we see that market growing right now, 
which is wonderful.



Q5:
What are some of the challenges or 
opportunities you see in the future?

Our main challenge is to not be viewed as a 
commodity.  If Forerunner is seen as a commodity, 
then price becomes the number one concern and not 
the quality of work and the partnership that we pride 
ourselves on providing to our customers.

Q6:
What drives you to make your company the 
best it can be?

I’m very competitive and want to be and do the best 
that I can.  I also want my employees to take pride in 
the work that they do.  

Q7:
How do you keep that drive alive in you?  

It’s not all about me.  I like to participate in life and 
provide for my family, employees and customers. 

Q8:
Why would anyone want to do business with 
you?

We treat our customers like a person and listen to 
them as they describe their vision and desires and 
then we execute what they want.  We are professional, 
responsive, ethical and caring and are a true partner 
with our customers.  We also make sure we give back 
to the community whether that is donating signage for 
events, donating money through our “Hope Starts at 
Home” program or volunteering.  

If you would like to contact Michael for more 
information or learn more about Forerunner 
Signs & Graphics and its unique value 
proposition, you can reach him at:

913.469.1500  
mryan@forerunnersigns.com   
www.forerunnersigns.com
6402 College Blvd. – Overland Park, KS 66211

Thanks Michael!  

If you know a local business owner who we should interview, 
please contact:

Steve Hoover, 913-685-3207
steveh@wealthpartnerskc.com

wealthpartnerskc.com

with the owner’s name, business name and phone number.



About Wealth Partners
President and founder Steve Hoover and his crew have been helping clients navigate 
the path to a more comfortable retirement for nearly 20 years. Using a unique approach 
designed to help business owners protect what they’ve worked so hard to build, Wealth 
Partners Corporation delivers outstanding personalized service day in and day out. The firm 
specializes in developing strategies designed for ensuring business owners can maximize the 
financial and tax benefits available and seamlessly transition into retirement when the time is 
right. If you’re looking for a trusted resource for helping you achieve financial peace of mind 
and making your retirement dreams take flight, contact us today.

  Steve Hoover
financial advisor

7101 College Blvd., Ste. 720
Overland Park, KS  66210

913.685.3207
steveh@wealthpartnerscorp.com

Advisory services offered through Wealth Partners Corporation, a registered investment advisor.
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